From Mrs. Ann Blackman (Brendan’s elder sister)

I would like to say a big thank you—to all his confreres/ colleagues for the friendship, spiritual guidance and support given
to him over the time he has spent with all of you, both in his most recent home and at the ‘seminary’ prior to that. He often
expressed his gratitude for this in our emails. This comes heartfelt from myself and our family too. My children, his nieces
and nephews would wish to be included in that.

Our parents, Dermot & Moira Kelleher, were inordinately proud that their son Brendan had a vocation that he followed
through from 11 years old to become, not only a priest, but join the SVD to work & live in Japan. This meant that they, and
we, saw very little of him through his formative years— which gave my Mother particularly, some distress but she would
‘offer it up’ as she said.
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From Kevin Kelleher (Brendan’s vounger brother)

One of the two people who knew me the longest has just died, my brother Brendan. It is difficult to
comprehend that someone I have known for 60 plus years is no longer there.

There were four of us Ann, Brendan (RIP) myself Kevin and Maria (RIP aged 35), all the very much
loved children of the most wonderful Irish parents who brought us up in Britain. Brendan was one of us
but also someone very different he was a priest and lived in Japan, our lives touched but were very
different.

We were brothers but time space made us different and separate. I was the worldly doctor he was the
priest the source of solace to many. We had very different lives yet were both clearly the sons of our
beloved loved parents.

I feel that he is now with Mum Dad and Maria which will make Mum ever so happy as she could not
understand why he wanted to live in Japan.Brendan, look after them until we join you and them again as a
family.
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From Claire Sweeney (Brendan’s niece)

Uncle Brendan was always an exotic creature when I was growing up as he lived so far away in Japan and
only visited UK every 5 years or so.Ilt was fascinating as a child to hear about the difference between
England & Japan - this was pre internet!- and I always loved the kimonos he brought me & my sister one
time.

I was able to visit him in Japan once grown up as part of a year of travelling. He made myself & 2 friends
very welcome and was a fascinating tour guide for a week of his ‘home’ country. He helped us to navigate
the bus & train systems Where everyone was helpful but hardly anyone spoke English and our Japanese
sign reading ability was non-existent! We visited beautiful temples with him and got to sample interesting
food in Nagoya where he was based.

It was clear he loved his job and roles within the Church & Japan and in latter years said he wished to stay
there past retirement.
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From Luke Blackman (Brendan’s Nephew)

It is with real sadness to hear of Uncle Brendan’s death today. Whilst we all knew he had recent health
problems it has still come somewhat unexpectedly. Whilst he wasn’t with us on a constant basis he was
regularly in our thoughts and always talked of when the family met.

From a very early age I was not only aware of his devotion to his faith, the church, and to the mission in
Japan but also his desire to acquire new knowledge and explore other cultures. I will never forget the deep
joy that this gave to him and my Nana and Grandad that he was able to fulfil this commitment and serve
the pupils and parishioners he came across throughout his time in Japan.
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I remember one of the first times I saw him as a child when he was back in the UK. He spoke with such
wonder and admiration of his work and the Japanese people, their customs and way of life. This left its
mark; not only in the few gifts he left with us (the books and dogi) which were treated with great
reverence, but later how it inspired and gave me the confidence to travel overseas.

I was later able to fulfil some of this ambition as I travelled with my Grandad and sister to Rome. There he
warmly welcomed us; cheerfully helping us admire the many churches and sights of the Vatican City as
well as introducing us to his many colleagues and the work that each was doing for the Order.

Whilst my first efforts to visit Japan were somewhat dashed I was later able to return with my now wife
where he eagerly welcomed us into the Nagoya Nanzan community for several days. It was immediately
clear how much he valued the friendships and companionship he made through his teaching. During our
time with him he generously shared his time and enthusiasm for local life, Japanese customs as well as
introducing us to the many friends he had in Nanzan. This made our trip to Japan all the more memorable.

I will most certainly miss his cheery ways and always try to remember the devotion that he showed.

I do hope that as many as possible will be able to share this final mass with him. It is with real sadness to
have to say goodbye to him now, and in this way, but my prayers are with him over the coming days.
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From Ciaran R. Kelleher (Brendan’s nephew)

When talking about family, I would tell friends, “I have an uncle who is a priest in Japan.* That would
always grab their attention. Now, [ will have to tell them I *had* an uncle who was a priest in Japan.

Brendan was a mix of the mysterious and the familiar to us. Every so often he would return to these isles.
He would teach us to count in a strange language and tell us of a world so different to our own. But these
lessons and tales all came from someone who was unmistakably a Kelleher. He bore an definite
resemblance to the Kelleher men.

As the son to Irish migrants, it was a deep source of pride that one of their sons went into the priesthood.
When growing up, he felt like our own personal priest. He baptised my younger brother and 1. He presided
at all the funerals of those in our family.

But no more. As we mourned his death, we read these words from Scripture, Jesus said to her, "I am the
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives
and believes in me shall never die.’

May God have mercy on his soul.
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